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No Child Left Behind Act  
óAccountabilityô and School Reform 

There is always an easy solution to 
every human problem ï neat, 
plausible, and wrong. 

     ï H. L. Mencken 
 

é and certain to have perverse 
effects. 



Politics of NCLB   
Strange Alignments 

ÂBipartisan support, bipartisan opposition 

ï Liberals vs. liberals, conservatives vs. conservatives 

ï Democrats vs. Democrats, Republicans vs. 
Republicans 

ï ELL advocates vs. ELL advocates 

ÂIdeological split pits é 

ïthink-tanks, policymakers, corporate interests, 
major foundations, mainstream media vs.  

ïeducators, parents, state & local officials, 
researchers, minority communities 



Politics of NCLB   
Public Opinion, 2007 

Â40% have somewhat or very unfavorable view 
of NCLB, vs. 31%  favorable 

Â33%  of parents say NCLB is óhurtingô schools, 
28%  óhelpingô; 35%  no difference 

Â52%  of parents say thereôs too much testing 

Â79%  say ELLs should pass English test before 
their scores are counted for AYP 

 

PDK/Gallup Poll: óGrowing familiarity with NCLB has 
led to growing disapprovalô 


