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Diary of a Bilingual School

Written by Sharon Adelman Reyes & James Crawford
Years ago, I directed a bilingual teacher training program that I
considered a learning laboratory. All participants, including students
and faculty, tried to sort out what works in the bilingual classroom
and what does not. As a graduate student under the guidance of Dr.
Theodore Andersson, I continued to study features that separate
effective bilingual education programs from less effective ones. After much research, I was convinced that only lucky combinations of
factors create an effective learning environment for English language learners.
Diary of a Bilingual Schoolby Sharon Adelman Reyes and James
Crawford illustrates that luck has very little to do with learning. The
authors describe a year in a dual immersion program at the InterAmerican Magnet School in Chicago, a school that has garnered
national attention for its success in dual immersion. Readers learn
quickly, however, that this book is not just about teaching students
from diverse linguistic backgrounds.
Diary of a Bilingual Schoolis about how children learn. It is about
self-discovery and students’ inherent abilities to learn on their own
and in partnership with supportive teachers, parents, and classmates. Using easy and fun-to-read small slices of life in the classroom, Adelman Reyes and Crawford guide readers through
concepts of education and human development usually
reserved for academia. Intertwined with their descriptions
of how the students learned about worms, spiders, and life
cycles, are the authors’ explanations of the constructivist
concepts used to create the learning environment in this
classroom.
They illustrate the “student-centered” approach in which
the classroom’s physical arrangement helps to facilitate
curiosity and learning. Included throughout the book are
sidebars that provide succinct explanations of why the stu-
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dents’ experiences led to learning.
It is clear from Diary of a Bilingual School that students at the
Inter-American Magnet School learn in an environment with motivated and knowledgeable teachers and supportive parents. How
different this is from the many schools across the country that value
test scores over what children actually learn. How different this is
from schools where teachers and principals must subscribe to the
notion that schools are responsible for “feeding” students from a
checklist of what they are supposed to learn, with a test score as the
sole measure of learning.
So what are teachers in a restrictive, accountability-based classroom to do in order to guide students’ learning rather than feed
students content from a standards checklist? Can teachers be facilitators of learning as described by Adelman Reyes and Crawford and
survive in an environment driven by test scores? Many teachers
must ponder these questions on a daily basis as they do their best
to facilitate learning in such an environment.
Diary of a Bilingual School shows readers how students can
learn in optimal conditions, such as those at the Inter-American
Magnet School. For teachers in less than optimal conditions, the
book provides a wealth of information about how students
learn, with numerous examples of classroom experiences
that every teacher can apply to make learning more enjoyable for their students. Diary of a Bilingual School is a
wonderful resource that should serve as a reminder to
everyone that children love to learn. We just need to let
them.
Diary of a Bilingual School by Sharon Adelman Reyes
and James Crawford, ©2012
Published by DiversityLearningK12, Portland, Oregon.
Softcover, 120 pages.
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folklore, dance and theater on five stages. “Parade of Nations” proceeds down Pennsylvania Avenue and includes dancers from 30
folkloric groups from Latin America, Spain, and the Caribbean.
In past years, Festival Latino was held in Mount Pleasant, a heavily
Hispanic area of the District. As such, it was very much a community
event. The move to Pennsylvania Avenue in downtown Washington
reflects the possibility that the event has outgrown its prior confines.
The Washington, D.C. metropolitan area, which includes northern
Virginia and suburban Maryland, is now home for more than one
million Hispanics.
The shift in locations did not occur without controversy.
After last year’s events, several issues were raised about the festival. Terry Lynch, a long-time Mount Pleasant resident and a wellknown community activist, led the charge.
Lynch emailed D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray to complain that the 2011
festival attracted some people, out of the hundreds of thousands in
attendance, who he claimed were drunk and had urinated in his yard.
Alcohol is not sold by any vendor associated with the festival.
Public drinking and urinating are against the law. District police,
whose presence was obvious at the 2011 event, reported no abnormal disorderly behavior.
The Washington Post once asked its readers if Lynch was the most
“annoying” man in the city.
Two prior festivals held on Pennsylvania Avenue were perceived
as unsuccessful.
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